INTRODUCTION
The Himalayan mountain belt is the highest and arguably the most spectacular example of continent-continent collision in the world. . , .... , .... , .... , .... , The results of this study show clearly that one cannot simply translate cooling rate to unroofing rate within deeply eroded portions of thrust belts because the cooling history of a sample depends not only on its unroofing history but also on the thermal structure of the orogenic belt through time.
Even if the geotherm were to remain unchanged through time, the cooling rate would be proportional to the unroofing rate only if the geotherm were linear with depth.
Neither of these assumptions are reasonable in recently deformed and rapidly eroding orogenic belts.
What is perhaps more surprising is that even when the initial geotherm is assumed to be constrained well by observational data from midcrustal depth, as in eastern Nepal, the time-dependent unroofing history of samples from midcrustal depth can be only poorly constrained by the use of cooling data. This should sound a cautionary note for geochronologic studies where unroofing rates are commonly estimated from cooling rates alone or where unroofing rates are qualitatively equated with cooling rates. 
